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Rail Group to discuss rail proposals 

Government consultation on rail services in the South West has been largely welcomed by a Devon passenger group.  ALRUG, which represents passengers on the Avocet line from Exeter to Exmouth, says that the proposed franchise for services from 2013 will allow the next train operator to invest in improvements to trains and stations. 

First Great Western’s franchise to run trains from Paddington to the West Country, including local trains in Devon & Cornwall, comes to an end next year. The company will be bidding to win the new franchise contract, but will be in competition with other train operators. Government is now consulting on its ideas about what the new contract should look like. 
Chairman of the 200 strong Avocet Line Rail Users Group Tony Day said “we submitted our own ideas in a paper to Government, in which Secretary of State Justine Greening took a personal interest.  I am pleased to say that we and others seem to have been listened to, as the starting point for the new 15 year franchise will be the number of trains that run now, including all those extra services FGW have put on in the past four years.” 
“We also asked for flexibility, so that with growing demand for rail travel, the new train operator is free to invest and expand without constant interference from Whitehall – and this is reflected in the proposals too.  We will expect the successful bidder to include plans to replace the diesel trains in use locally, which are nearing the end of their useful lives.”
“Although the thrust of the proposals is positive, there are several questions yet to be answered – such as the pattern of main line services.  My committee will be working up a detailed response to Government in the coming weeks.” 

The rail group has met local MPs Ben Bradshaw and Hugo Swire to discuss what is needed on the line to Exmouth, including better trains and new stations to serve development at Newcourt and Hill Barton in Exeter as part of a Devon Metro rail scheme.  Further talks will also be held with County Council transport planners.
ALRUG will be holding an open meeting on 13th February to explain the proposals and to ask what passengers who use the line think.  
Information for editors:

1. The Exmouth to Exeter line, known as “the Avocet Line”, comprises the following stations: Exeter Central, St James Park, Polsloe Bridge, Digby & Sowton, Topsham, Exton, Lympstone Commando, Lympstone Village and Exmouth.

2. The line is currently operated by train operator First Great Western (FGW), but the company has declined to apply for an optional extension to their franchise, which will now terminate in 2013.  FGW have indicated that they will make a strong bid to retain the franchise, but will be in competition with other train operating companies.
3. The Department for Transport published Great Western Franchise Replacement Consultation on 22nd December. Consultation runs until the end of March.  The document can be found at www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/dft-2011-36
4. The Avocet Line Rail Users Group, formed in 2007, has over 200 members.  It agreed a paper setting out aspirations for the new franchise at its last Annual General Meeting, which was sent to DfT and rail stakeholders. It can be viewed at www.avocetline.org.uk/
For further information contact:

Tony Day

Phone: 01395 268653
E-mail  tonyday@exmouth.demon.co.uk
PAGE  
1

