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Press Release 
 
 
Date: 16th April 2013 for immediate use  
 
 

More Exmouth trains this summer 

 

First Great Western will be running more trains to Exmouth this summer, users of the line have 

been told. 

 

Seven additional return services will run semi-fast from Exeter Central to the seaside resort to 

provide a half hourly service from around 10 in the morning until 6 in the evening.  The beefed up 

service will start on late Spring Bank Holiday weekend (26th May) and run through until mid 

September.  The extra trains are funded by Devon County Council. 

 

Julian Crow, Regional Manager for train operator FGW, gave members of the Avocet Line Rail 

Users Group (ALRUG) the good news at a meeting at the manor Hotel, Exmouth.  He said “I am 

really pleased to announce the latest train service improvement in Devon. We very much welcome 

the support given by Devon County Council to maintain the virtuous circle of rising passenger 

numbers and increasing train services across the County”.  

 

Bruce Thompson, Head of Transport Co-ordination Service at Devon County Council, said “Rail 

services in Devon have experienced unprecedented growth in passenger numbers in recent years. 

This is another excellent example of the Council, train operator and the community rail group 

working together to grow patronage by improving services. These new services should further 

encourage travel between Exeter and Exmouth by train, and demonstrate the long term need for 

two trains an hour in the new train franchise”.   

 

Tony Day, Chairman of ALRUG, commented “we have been campaigning for a half hourly Sunday 

service for some four years.  Before Christmas there was a pilot service for 6 weeks, which was 

well used.  This is therefore another significant step forward, which is welcome.  We believe there 

is demand for a permanent half hourly Sunday service all year round, and recent correspondence I 

have had with Rail Minister Norman Baker MP does not rule that out.”   
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Information for editors: 
    
1. The Avocet Line Rail Users Group, formed in 2007, has over 200 members.  It represents 

passengers on the line, which includes stations at Exeter Central, St James Park, Polsloe 
Bridge, Digby & Sowton, Topsham, Exton, Lympstone Commando, Lympstone Village and 
Exmouth. 

 
2. Because of limited infrastructure (one passing loop at Topsham) the maximum capacity on 

the Avocet Line is two trains an hour.  This capacity is used fully all day Monday to 
Saturday, but in the evenings and on Sundays only an hourly service operates. 

 
3. Last year the line carried more than 1.4 million passengers, a growth in the year of 9.7%. 

This is far greater than the national figure and good even by West Country standards, 
where passenger growth is booming.  In each period of 2013 to date, growth has exceeded 
20%!  

 
4. The abandoned Greater Western franchise specification included “priced options” – 

additional services which local authorities had asked that bidders provide a price for.  One 
such priced option was for a half hourly Sunday service on the Avocet Line. 

 
5. ALRUG recently wrote to Rail Minister Norman Baker MP urging that options for service 

improvements, such as half hourly Sunday trains, be brought forward despite delays to the 
franchise competition.  The Minister has now replied to say that “although the competition 
has been terminated, that does not mean that important elements of the specification such 
as the priced options for local authorities in the West of England have been abandoned”.   

 
The Minister also points out that “as discussions with First Great western are under way, it 
would be premature to say what will be delivered from October onwards.”  ALRUG remains 
hopeful that our Sunday service will feature in those discussions! 

 
 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Tony Day 
Phone: 07951 444838 
 
 
 
 
 


