AVOCET LINE RAIL USERS GROUP
Sunday
25 June
to

on the

Watchet

West Somerset Railway
information from the WSR website

Watchet is an ancient harbour town with a history
of over 1000 years and still has a network of small
streets and shops to be explored, including several
pubs and cafes. The station stands in the middle of
the town adjacent to the harbour which, since the
end of commercial shipping calling has begun a new
lease of life as a Marina.
The network of sidings that served the docks has gone
and the former goods shed is now a Boat Museum.
The town Museum is just off the esplanade and traces the history of the town through the ages and this
includes the West Somerset Mineral Railway that once brought iron ore from the Brendon Hills for
onward shipping to the furnaces at Ebbw Vale in South Wales. The trackbed of the Mineral Railway
is now in use as a footpath.
The West Somerset Railway, a true country branch line of the old Great Western Railway runs through
twenty miles of varied countryside from Bishops Lydeard near Taunton to Minehead on the coast.
It's a nostalgic ride back in time and a chance to study the railway and industrial heritage which the
line preserves - steam locomotives, coaches and wagons, and the buildings of ten unique stations.

We shall be having lunch at the Star Inn,
which has won several awards over the
years and has a good food reputation.
Main menu items range from £8 to £14,
with Sunday roasts beef £7.50, half chicken
£11 and half duck £13.50.
Photos of the menu are are attached.
All items and specials are available
on Sundays

It's a popular pub, so need numbers and which roast to book in advance,
Please let me know by Friday June 2nd or earlier if possible :
alrug.mr@gmail.com or post 45 Powderham Crescent, Exeter, EX4 6BZ

to

Watchet

Sunday 25 June 2017
It will be the usual arrangement of travelling and lunching together and then you do what
you want. Will go on the 0910 train from Exmouth, a quick connection at St Davids and
arriving Taunton 1012. This just misses the hourly bus, so we'll arrange taxis to
Bishops Lydeard WSR station for the 1105 diesel train to Watchet arriving 11.54.
It's a 10 minute walk to the pub, so lunch will be booked for 1220.
There are 3 trains through the afternoon to return on, including time to ride up to Minehead
and back if you want. At Bishops Lydeard there will be time for tea and an explore before
catching the bus back to Taunton Station,
TRAIN TIMES FROM AVOCET LINE
Exmouth 0910
Lympstone Village 0914
Lympstone Commando 0915x
Exton 0917x
Topsham 0922
Newcourt 0926
Digby & Sowton 0929
Polsloe Bridge 0932
St James' Park 0935
Exeter Central 0938
arriving Exeter St Davids 0942
A swift walk over to platform 5 to catch the 0949 Paddington train, arriving Taunton at 1012.
The taxi(s) should get us to Bishops Lydeard station in good time for the train.
Taxi will cost around £5 each, likely less depending how many are sharing.

WSR timetable.
The trains in italics are diesel hauled, either loco and coaches or a multiple unit
Bishops L
Watchet
Minehead

Minehead
Watchet
Bishops L

1105 1240 1435
1154 1333 1528
1225 1403 1602

1235 1430 1530 1630
1309 1504 1606 1703
1350 1546 1656 1745

The best price on the WSR is the
on line day rover at £18 Full, £16.20 Senior
allowing travel on any train.
This can only be bought on the web site if you can't do this yourself, I can do it for you.
A return ticket Bishops Lydeard to Watchet
is £16.80 Full, £15.10 Senior.
The group rate is £16 and there must be
16 people travelling on the same trains.

Advance bookings at :
https://westsomersetrailway.digitickets.co.uk/events/9470?catID=7956

Bus 28 to Taunton departs outside Bishops L station hourly at 31 minutes past, last bus 1831,
arriving Taunton station 47 minutes past, last bus 1847. Bus fare £3 single
Trains home connecting from the 1546 arrival at Bishops Lydeard
Bus arrives 1647 1747
1847
Taunton
1715 1805 1818 1850 1917 1933
St Davids a 1739 1834 1845 1918 1945 2007
St Davids d 1746 1846
1951 2052
Exmouth
1819 1918
2024 2125
Costs - Exmouth - Taunton Off Peak Day return
Taxi Taunton to Bishops Lydeard
Fare on WSR, valid to Minehead

=
=
=

£13.50 or £8.90 with railcard
£5 or less
£18 / £16.20 Senior booked in advance

