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OOOlllyyymmmpppiiiccc   ffflllaaammmeee   aaattt   EEExxxeeettteeerrr   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   222000ttthhh   MMMaaayyy      
First Great Western will be running extra trains between Exmouth and Exeter to 
take people to the various events taking place in the City for Exeter's Welcoming 
the Olympic Torch Fun Day.  In addition to the usual hourly service, extra trains will 
leave Exmouth at 10.51, 11.55, 12.56 and 13.51. All except the 12.56 will call at all 
stations and terminate at Central.  To get people home, extra trains will depart 
Central at about twenty minutes past the hour, effectively providing a half hourly 
service from 4 pm until 10 pm.  A timetable should be on FGW notice boards 
nearer the day or check times on www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk. You can find out 
about events on the day on Exeter City Council’s website www.exeter.gov.uk. 
 

GGGrrreeeaaattteeerrr   WWWeeesssttteeerrrnnn   fffrrraaannnccchhhiiissseee   rrreeennneeewwwaaalll      
Government consultation, on the specification for services on this line (and other 
services in the West) from 2013, closed at the end of March.   You can read 
ALRUG’s response at http://www.avocetline.org.uk/.  We will find out this month 
what Government has decided to specify when they publish an Invitation to Tender  
to the four companies shortlisted to make a bid for the new franchise.  ALRUG has 
told each of the companies – owned by First Group, Arriva Trains, Stagecoach and 
National Express, what we would like to see in their bids.  All four already operate 
other UK franchises. The successful bidder will be announced in December, 
with the contract to run trains for 15 years commencing in April 2013.  
 

BBBuuusssiiieeesssttt   tttrrraaaiiinnnsss      
ALRUG carried out passenger counts on the line during February to update our 
statistics on which are the busiest trains.  It will come as no surprise to anyone who 
travels on it that the train in most desperate need of an extra coach is the 16.54 
from Central to Exmouth, Mondays to Fridays.  In the mornings, the 7.53 and 8.23 
from Exmouth would both be more comfortable if trains with more seats could be 
provided.  On Saturdays the 11.23 from Exmouth always seems to be very busy.   
 

There is a national shortage of diesel trains, but First Great Western have been 
asked to see whether they can use the trains they have in a different way to 
overcome the worst overcrowding.  (We are often asked why it is that four coach 
trains sometimes run at relatively quieter times, but not always at peak times.  It is 
a good question!  The answer is usually that our trains run through to Barnstaple 
and Torbay and have to cope with peak passenger flows there as well.  ALRUG 
will continue to press the case for passenger comfort on this line!) 
 

SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   ssseeerrrvvviiiccceeesss 
ALRUG will taking further passenger counts on some Sundays this summer, to 
discover how well the hourly Sunday service is currently used.  We believe that 
there is a strong case for a half hourly service on Sundays – and we are working to 
try to achieve this.  There is certainly no excuse for FGW running short trains on a 
Sunday, which can get seriously overcrowded – for example when the weather is 
good enough to head for the beach or when HM Royal Marines return from leave.   


