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MMMooorrreee   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   tttrrraaaiiinnnsss   ttthhhiiisss   sssuuummmmmmeeerrr………   
First Great Western will be running seven additional return services between 
Exeter Central and Exmouth each Sunday until 15th September, for passengers 
travelling from Central, Digby & Sowton, Topsham, Lympstone Village or Exmouth.  
The additional trains do NOT stop at St James Park, Polsloe Bridge, Exton or 
Lympstone Commando and most will not go through to Exeter St David’s. The 
extra trains are funded by Devon County Council. 
 

ALRUG has been campaigning for a half hourly Sunday service for some four 
years, so following the successful pre-Christmas pilot, this is another significant 
step forward.  If and when a permanent service is introduced we will want to see all 
trains running through to Exeter St David’s, to provide connections to the main line 
and other services.  We have been assured that this would be the case. 
 
 

NNNeeewwwcccooouuurrrttt   SSStttaaatttiiiooonnn   
The Government is to provide half the funding for a new station at Newcourt, 
between Topsham and Digby & Sowton stations on the Avocet Line.  Outline 
planning permission has been granted and a detailed planning application has now 
been submitted.  All being well the £1.4m new station should be operational in time 
for the winter timetable next year. 
 

ALRUG has seen and discussed the plans for Newcourt station with County 
Council officers and has been happy to support them.  The station will comprise a 
single platform, with a shelter and scrolling information screen.  Space has been 
reserved for a second platform, should that part of the line ever be redoubled. 

   

   

AAAvvvoooccceeettt   aaammmbbbllleeesss   llleeeaaafffllleeettt   
The first of a series of walks leaflets, produced by ALRUG with the support of 
Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership and Devon County Council, is now available at 
staffed stations.  It describes walks from Avocet Line stations: from Polsloe Bridge 
to Exeter St David’s, taking in some wonderful views from fields north of Exeter; a 
circular walk from Exmouth, using the former railway line to Budleigh Salterton and 
the SW Coast Path; and a leisurely trail around Lympstone village.  Two more 
leaflets are planned, with walks that are currently being tried out.   
 
 

EEEnnngggiiinnneeeeeerrriiinnnggg   wwwooorrrkkk   
Very little engineering work is likely to affect passengers from the Avocet Line this 
summer, apart from anyone travelling north from Bristol on Sundays in late July 
and August .  Services from Southampton to the South Coast will have longer 
journey times on Sundays until the end of June. Check for minor re-timings if 
travelling to or from Paddington on early Sunday services.   


